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WRITING & PRECIS

ra Sea (summary). The what, how, why of
the article. A focus on what the text says and
what the text does rhetorically.

Sentence One: Name the author, genre, and title
of the work, date in parentheses; a rhetorically
accurate verb (such as “claims,” “argues,”
“asserts,” “suggests”); and a “that” clause

containing the major assertion or thesis in the
work. (What)
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* Sentence two: An explanation of how the
author develops and supports the thesis,
usually in chronological order. (How)

* Sentence three: A statement of the author’s
apparent purpose, followed by the “in order
to” phrase. (Why)

* Sentence four: A description of the intended
audience and/or the relationship the author
establishes with his audience. (Who)





