Into the Wild Written Response

Jon Krakauer investigated the mystery of Chris McCandless and his choice to “walk into the wild.” In doing so, he explores the mentality of McCandless and other individuals who choose to reject society and live a life outside its boundaries. However, the motivations and intentions behind the “rebel” or “outcast” choice are not as easily defined.

In a 3-page MLA-typed response, analyze McCandless’s character and his motivations. Explain the reasons why an individual such as McCandless, who had the advantages of wealth and education as well as opportunity, would choose to reject society and choose his own path. Use textual evidence from the novel and at least two other researched credible sources in order to support your analysis of McCandless.

· In answering this question, you will draw upon the activities in the unit (RT journals, Character Analysis Chart, Socratic Seminar discussion/notes, research of literature that inspired McCandless) which answered these essential questions:
· What motivated McCandless? What perceptions does society have of people like McCandless and why? Are these perceptions accurate? Why or why not?
· Your conclusion is your PURPOSE. After analyzing McCandless, do we learn that there is something wrong with the individual or the society he rejects? Why is this answer important to understand?
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